MODAL VERBS/Verbele modale
· sunt o categorie specială de verbe care exprima obligatia/lipsa obligatiei, posibilitatea, permisiunea, abilitatea, sfatul, interdicția etc.

· sunt urmate de un verb la infinitive scurt (fara to):

I can swim.  Corect

I can to swim. Incorect

! Exceptie :have/has to  

She has to work. (Ea trebuie să lucreze).

· nu pot fi conjugate la toate timpurile ( nu se adaugă –s , sau –ed , nu au forma de –ing):
I must listen to my mother. (present)

Yesterday I musted help my mother.
·  nu au nevoie de auxiliar la interogativ sau negativ:

They should listen to me.

They don’t should listen to me. Incorect

They shouldn’t listen to me.

Should they listen to me?

          !Excepție: have/has to

        They don’t have to work today.

1. OBLIGATION  (trebuie, sunt obligat să)
•must

•have to 
Present:

I must do my homework.(obligaţie care vine din interior; imi impun eu)

I have to do my homework. (impusặ din exterior; imi impun altii)
Do I have to do my homework?        Does she have to wash the dishes?
Past  : I had to do my homework yesterday.
2.LACK OF OBLIGATION (nu trebuie, nu sunt obligat sa)
•Don’t/doesn’t have to

Present:  I don’t have to go to school today because it’s holiday.
Past: I didn’t have to go to school yesterday because it was holiday.
2. ABILITY ( pot sa, sunt capabil sa)
• can

Synonym: be able to
Present: My sister can speak Japanese. She is able to speak Japanese.
Past:  My sister could read when she was five years old.
When I was young I could skate/I was able to skate.
3. PERMISSION (pot, am voie)
Present:

•can (informal)  Dad, can I borrow your computer?
•may (formal)   Teacher, may I ask you a question? Yes, you may/ No, you may not
Synonym: be allowed to (a-i fi permis să)
4.INTERDICTION(nu am voie nu trebuie)
•mustn’t
I mustn’t speak without permission during the class.

     5. POSSIBILITY(este posibil, se poate)
Present:

•may
•might (posibilitatea este mai indepartata; este mai putin probabil)

She may come later./Este (foarte!) posibil ca ea sa vină mai târziu. 
She might come later. / Este posibil ca ea să vina mai târziu. (nu sunt sanse mari sa vină)
•Synonyms: perhaps/it is possible/maybe
         6. ADVICE&RECCOMMANDATION ( ar trebui sa, )
•should/shouldn’t
•ought to 
•had better 
You look sick. You should go to a doctor.
    7. MAKING REQUESTS/OFFERING SOMETHING/MAKING SUGGETIONS
Requests (cereri): 
• can, could, might
Can you help me, please?/Will you help me?  Ma poti ajuta, te rog? /Vrei sa ma ajuti? (
Might we ask a question, please?Could we ask you a question? Am putea sa intrebam ceva, va rugam?( formă mai politicoasa)

Suggetions (sugestii)

We can play football today./Let’s play football today. Putem juca fotball (nu are sensul de abilitate ci este o propunere)

Offering ( a se oferi sa)
Can I get you something to drink?/ Do you want something to drink?/Would you like something to drink?Pot sa va aduc ceva de baut?/Vreți ceva de băut? 

